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Airfield Configuration Public Comment Opportunity
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) Written Comments Form
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Organization (if applicable):

All comments must be postmarked by
January 4, 2007.

Telephone {optional): { R | Please send written comments to the
following address:

e-mail (optional): s lilinois Department of Transportation
South Suburban Airport Project Office
5710 West Eagle Lake Road

| Use the space below and on the back to provide your comments. Please write legibly. J Peotone, lllinois 60468
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Thank you for your participation.
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December 19, 2006
Dear Mr. Matt Vanover, Illinois Department of Transportation,

According to Marilyn Geewax of Cox News Service on December 18, 2006, "Congress [now]
prepares for hearings over airline mergers... Even though the new Congress won't convene until

January...”

the question is, Why are Congressmen like John Lewis, D-Ga, Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii,
incoming chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee, and James Oberstar, D-Minn.,
incoming chairman of the House Transportation Committee voicing their opinions now?

As Lewis said, "[W]e all represent different parts of the country, [and] speaking out could have a
tremendous impact on" possible airline mergers of airlines like US Airways and Delta Air Lines,
United Airlines and Continental Airlines, and AirTran and Midwest Air Group.

These members of Congress are “condemning the potential deals, while few... are supporting the
idea of industry consolidation. Although “Congress has no direct role... in approving mergers...,
it could help sway public perceptions and increase political pressure on the Department of
Justice to reject the airline transactions on antitrust grounds...”

Speaking about mergers in “cities where... two airlines have major operations...” Rep. Lewis
fears that a merger would “wipe out jobs, diminish air service and drive up ticket prices...” each
of these, jobs, service, and ticket prices have frequently been mentioned in connection with a
south suburban regional airport (SSA) in eastern Will County. (Minimally, this postponed SSA,
without an approved plan is a seventh regional airport.

For those who doubt these facts,

1. I refer you to Terrie Henderson’s <thenderson{@nwitimes.com> story that ran in
nwitimes.com on Sunday, juiy 2, 2006. Terrie wrote, “Construction of the proposed south
suburban airport will not begin in January 2007 as planned, said Rick Bryant, spokesman for
U.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr....”

2. Fully operational Chicago regional airports that make Peotone SSA an unnecessary political
pipe dream: O'Hare and Midway International Airports, Gary-Chicago International Airport, and
Milwaukee, Wisconsin’s Mitchell Field, and Rockford (IL) International Atrport, BULT Field,

EWC.

About Gary-Chicago by Lisa Studer reported in THE Indiana HERALD NEWS, “backers
say nothing can keep the airport from success now that it is snaring $57.84 million from the
Federal Aviation Administration... funding will bring 320 jobs to the Gary area and energize
northwest Indiana's economy, a bipartisan coalition of state, local and national officials...” this
was sfated in January 2007.

Continuing with regard to the airline merger circumstances, Oberstar said, “opposition to
consolidation is bipartisan...” He has “heard from members on both sides of the aisle, worries



about the economic impact on jobs and service...” He admits he hasn’t “heard anyone come
forward and say this 1s a really good deal..."

In its opposition to USAirways Group's unsolicited $8.7 billion bid, Delta management says, “if
it were to go forward, the two carriers would have to drop routes to avoid expensive
redundancies and overcome antitrust concerns...” which “could eliminate jobs and flights,
especially in smaller cities, like Savannah, Ga., and West Palm Beach, Fla...”

How promising could such mergers be to towns like Peotone and a SSA in our backyard. Or, if
carpetbaggers Jackson and Bryant have their way, moving the only SSA runway even further
south, into our “front” yards?

Another Associated Press article, (at

www.statesman, com/metrostate/content/gen/ap/Airlines_Consolidation himl) discusses a further
serious landmine for those proposing a SSA, “Even if the leaders of United and Continental
agree to merge their airlines, the hard work of combining two work forces with different unions
and conflicting interests will remain...” Does Illinois really wish to potentially become involved
in the “rancor among co-workers at 30,000 feet...”

Residents of Beecher, Monee and Peotone continue nearly 40 years of shaking their heads, as we
wonder, how in the world can IDOT still be considering a SSA on our farms with all this
happening with their potential customers--the Airlines?

Walter McElligott
Post Office Box 452
Beecher, I1. 60401-0452
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT

Commercial aircraft have NO air poliution devices and never will due to weight limitations. All the rest of
the hydrocarbon fuel burning vehicles must have pollution devices and additional restrictions are planned.

Commercial aircraft engines put out 6 types of toxic pollutants. The number 1 pollutants are billions of
carbon nano particles. These are extremely small, toxic, and highly reactive. When they enter the body,
they go right into the blood stream where they can affect the DNA. Most vulnerable are pregnant women
and chiidren.

ALNAC is moving their runway south next to Church Road. Itis almost in line with the new Beecher Middie
School recently built on Church Road and directly in line with the new subdivision of Hunters Chase.

When aircraft take off and climb out, they are buring from 60 to over 240 pounds of fuel per liner mile. The
toxic waste from this is going to come down on all the Beecher schools including the Lutheran school, a
little over 1-3/8 of a mile from the end of Runway 9. This runway will be extended for cargo flights.

The Will County airport plans will take them right over the new subdivision of Hunters Chase, which is full
of children.

When the FAA gets a look at this ridiculous layout, there is no way that either one will pass the
. environmental impact study.

IDOT must stop buying (stealing) land immediately. Start to rent out what property they bought. if some
need repairs, take care of that. | know IDOT has the money because Hanson spent over $50,000 on
fencing and remodeling the “compound” at Eagle Lake Road and Egyptian Trail. As soon as that is done,
terminate the Hanson gestapo group and stop wasting taxpayers money on this political boondoggle.

This brings to mind the fremendous waste of millions of taxpayers dollars on Mid-America airport in St. Clair
County near St. Louis. The only thing that flies out of there are birds. '

The #2 pollutant that | have time to discuss is CO2, carbon dioxide. A flight from New York to Los Angeles
in a 747 puts our 8,800 pounds of CO2. There is between 3,000 and 9,000 aircraft in the air over the US
at any one time. That computes out to tens of thousands of TONS of CO2 a day. If Al Gore is looking for
the culprit of the Green House Gases and global warming, just iook up.

Both airports are going to get their money for construction from foreign investors, who don’t care about the
health and welfare of our women and children.

Just the three houses that were torn down Friday, December 1, cost the Beecher school district $17,000
in lost taxes.

This whole South Suburban airport project was put together by ex-governor George Ryan, who put the state
5 Billion dollars in debt. He doubled license plate fees to buy land for this airport; and, by the way, he is also
a convicted criminal.

In 15 years, new aircraft will make this airport project unnecessary.

BOB CARTER BEECHER, IL DECEMBER 19, 2006
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Arguments Against The Latest Peotone Airport Runways

1. The new runways directly invade and ignore the sovereignty of the towns
of Beecher and Peotone, and menace the most populated areas even more

than the old runways.

2. The reason for the runway change is because of the reality and
modernization of, the real airport out here (Buit Field) in the Eastern Will
County area, which genuirely meets the aviation needs of the Southland.
Bult Field will be viable economically because it fits a market need, which
the ALNAC airport does not. Coupled with the Hunt airfield nearby for
powered parachutes, Bult Field will be capable for handling some corporate
jets and other private aircraft, who do need to be serviced out here.

3. The major airlines want nothing to do with Peotone and when they are
ready to expand from O’Hare and Midway can already go to: Rockford,
Milwaukee, Gary, Kankakee, Champaign, Bloomington and Joliet. The
Peotone Airport isn’t a market-driven project but rather, only a political one.

4. It’s outrageous that the state of Illinois, with enormous debts already,
would be the ones responsible for acquiring land for an airport, supposedly
to be developed by a private foreign firm as a speculative venture. The state
is supposed to wrestle land — or should I say riustle land - from farmers, for
this dubious venture, for which the main sponsor (Congressman Jackson)
doesn’t even serve the district that the airport would be located in!

5. Just because there are no airlines to use it doesn’t diminish its enormous
cost to build. First you have to destroy all these farms and level thousands
of trees. Somehow all forms of infrastructure for tens of miles in every
direction must be laid, because the “footprint” is in the middle of
longstanding farmland, seriously disconnected from Chicagoland.

6. The truth is this is, and always has been, a poorly disguised land grab.
Rather than menacing farmers for an unneeded, unwanted airport that there
is no money to pay for, nor incentive to use, federal and state monies should
be used appropriately, namely to rebuild depressed communities, educating
citizens, providing for their needs and so forth. Pull the plug on Peotone!

Anthony Rayson 27009 S. Egyptian Trail, Monee, IL 60449 708-534-1334
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THE COMMUNITY OF PEOTONE 4 IL. SAYS...
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wiww.StandNoAirport . org

DAD DO SOMETHING ! THEY'RE RUNNING
US OFF OUR LAND BY TERROR AND
FORCE ; THEY WANT TO RAZE 0oUR
WHOLE COMMUNITY AND DESTROY THE
ot COUNTRYSIDE ; AND THEN USE THE

i | LAND FOR.INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.
T | THIS ISN'T AFGHANISTAN !
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ohmy,

A hguine o wLa& an

ai(fér& wed'e _réf)l?f(e.

©@Hyunqg-Rae 2004

Todd Hyuna- Rae) Tarselt
BY-8025

175" frogress Drive
Waynedbu&, /ga. 15370-5¢§9



